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INTRODUCTION!
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INTRODUCTION

Have you ever:

1. Written a book that has been rejected?
2.,  Wanted to inspire kids but aren’t sure how to get your work in front of them?
3. Been told even if you submit, the chances of being picked up are basically 
zero? 

Well, I have experienced all those things too. Over and over and over again! And again and 
again! 

It can be a disheartening industry, and it can be the most inspiring industry EVER! 

This report will give you FIVE KEY THINGS that helped me go from being 
consistently rejected (over 200 times), to having books consistently on the 
New York Times, USA Today and Amazon bestseller lists.

That way, you can learn from my lessons, you can shorten the timeframe, and you can write with the 
hope that it CAN happen, and it WILL happen for you.

These don’t look at the actual writing of stories. There are lots of books on that, and in fact I have 
a course on creating picture books (www.thekbcc.com/p/picturebooks101 ... available from 
November 1, 2020). But here’s the thing. In the end, if people really knew what made a story a 
bestseller, everyone would do it every time.

There would be no flops.

Every book a publisher selected to publish would sell millions! But they don’t. In fact, apparently 
around 93% of books published don’t sell over 1,000 copies, because there are still a lot of unknowns.

This report is about things you can control and, honestly, the old rules kinda ring true!

It is still going to come down to you believing in your work and your why, and putting in the work on your 
craft. If you do, things will start to happen, I guarantee that.

But does this guarantee you a spot on a bestseller list? Maybe not, but I didn’t know that was where 
it was leading for me either. 

If you’re not on the path, it’s pretty hard to get to the house.

So come on a walk with me, down the path, and see some key things that have worked for me that, if 
nothing else, will give you momentum towards whatever your goal is.
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YOUR HOST - ADAM WALLACE

Hi, so that guy talking on the last page was me, Adam Wallace.

My journey has taken me from failing at creative writing in my final year of school, to engineering, to 
over 200 rejections, to the New York Times Bestselling list with five of my books.

The biggest thing I have learned is that everyone’s journey is different, as is everyone’s version of 
success. We can all learn from each other, but we shouldn’t compare ourselves to each other.

As a great author said to me once, “Everyone’s ten years is different.”

My path has taken me to the brink of giving up, and to the thrilling highest heights. Your journey may 
do the same. 

Or it may not.

It doesn’t matter.

Your journey is YOUR journey.

For now, I would love to give you the benefit of my experiences, some key takeaways, so that your 
journey can perhaps be sped up. You can take a little shortcut that gets you to the house sooner.

So come on the journey with me, because I can’t think of a better path to be on than one littered with 
books for children written by passionate creatives!
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KEY STEP #1

SAY YES!!!!!!!
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IS IT that easy?

It really is. Opportunities will present themselves, and it is really important, especially at the start of your 
career, that you SAY YES!

And this isn’t just to people asking you to write a story. It’s saying yes to putting in the 
groundwork. I had written over 1,000 stories before I got published. I wrote every single day, 
whenever I could. 

It’s saying yes to reading, and not just books about writing, but books like the ones you want to 
publish, and books that are totally unrelated as well! Philosophy, psychology, sports coaches, mindset 
books, creativity, anything at all.

It’s about saying yes to asking questions, to going to seminars, to immersing yourself in the 
world of children’s books (if that’s what you’re writing!). 

It’s about saying yes to writing for free or a flat fee, even if your goal is to be paid! Writing 
and being published gives you so much amazing experience it is totally worth it. It also builds your 
skills, gets you used to being edited and/or critiqued, it advertises you and your work, and it 
builds up your CV. Magazines, competitions, anthologies, anything and everything.

It’s about saying yes to writing things that may never ever see the light of day in 
any publication. These are sometimes the most valuable stories, as they let you see what you don’t 
want to write, but can also show that even in work you think is rubbish, sometimes there is gold!
 
It’s about saying yes to doing some school visits for free to build up your experience, 
even if other authors are getting paid, and even if you’re told you shouldn’t do this. You don’t have to 
do it forever, but a few to start with can really help. And if not schools, ask bookstores if you can do 
something in the school holidays, or on a weekend. Do writing or drawing workshops, whatever your 
skillset is. In doing so, you not only improve as a presenter, you are researching what kids like and don’t 
like!

It’s about saying yes to finding the time for yourself, and finding the time to create. 
More on this in Key Step Number 4.

It’s about saying yes to opportunities, because you never know where they’ll lead. 
Here’s an example.

I had been rejected by everyone. Literally everyone. Over 200 times. Sometimes over ten times for one 
story. I had self and partnership published, and that was it.

Friends of mine went to a dinner party, and sat next to ... someone who was the head of Publishing at  
Hinkler Books!

They mentioned me, he said I should get in touch.

I was over it, and didn’t want another rejection, but I said YES!

I went and showed them some of my self published books in case they may take them on.
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REJECTED!

I showed some other ideas.

REJECTED!

But they were so nice, and they said keep sending.

I said yes, and I sent a few more things through.

REJECTED!

About a year later, they contacted me asking if I would like to do some poems and limericks and tongue 
twisters that would be part of a joke book. I SAID YES!!!

That joke book sold over 100,000 copies, and led to more work for them, around 10 books over a few 
years.

At the end of those few years, they asked me to do a certain project for them, I did it, it didn’t do so well, 
and I never heard from them again.

Until a few years after that, when one of the people I’d worked with at Hinkler contacted me to say she 
was now in America, at another publisher, and would I like to do a book with her for St Patrick’s Day. It 
was a fl at fee book, no royalties.

I SAID YES!

That book was How to Catch a Leprechaun.
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Say yes. You never know where it will lead.

On saying yes, Derek Sivers is amazing. He talks about how, once you are established, for him it’s hell 
yeah or no. BUT, at the beginning of a career, he suggests saying YES to everything. Because you 
never know!

Listen to him talk about it on this amazing podcast interview ... https://sive.rs/2015-12-ferriss

***NOTE It does have some strong language. Just a heads up.***
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KEY STEP #2

SELF-PUBLISH
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LEARN CARTOONING THE FUN WAY!

ADAM WALLACE

Do you like DRAWING?

Do you like RHYMING stories?

Do you think  BUMS are funny?

Well then, this is the book for you! It 
has 10 rhyming stories that teach you 

how to draw 10 cartoons! For example ...

A UFO

A BUM

Toast

becomes a Dog

becomes a Cat

becomes an Gorilla

It‛s hours of creative fun!
So get drawing.

Go.
NOW!

Do you think RHYMESRHYMES

WITHWITH
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HOW WILL SELF-PUBLISHING 
HELP?

How? HOW you ask? In oh so many ways, none of them guaranteed, but all of them ways that will up 
your chances of moving forward in the children’s book arena!

1. Self-published books can take off. Big Time. Aside from self-published books that have 
scored movie deals (Hello, 50 Shades of Grey!), self-published books can actually land on the New York 
Times and other bestseller lists. Eva Lesko Natiello’s book, The Memory Box, was self-published, 
and it got on the New York Times Bestseller list.

Eva writes about it here ... https://www.huffpost.com/entry/selfpublished-book-beats-_b_11909842

The Celestine Prophecy was another one. It hit NUMBER 1 on the NYT Bestseller list!

I know authors who have self-published on Amazon and are making super big dollars that way. Not on 
the NYT list, but enough for them to quit their jobs and be full-time writers!

For me, I’ve sold over 140,000 self-published books. They got me into many schools, built up my 
audience, enabled me to sell books at markets, and gave me a strong income while I still tried to get 
traditionally published.

2. Self-publishing teaches you so much about the industry! It sure does. You will meet 
printers, editors, designers, illustrators, distributors and more. They have often been in the business 
longer than you, and will give you advice on how things work.

You also need to look at other books to learn what goes on imprint pages, how to get an ISBN 
(International Standard Book Number) and barcode (You can get both of these at www.myidentifiers.
com.au).

And, you start to see what the costs are in publishing a book, which stands you in good stead if 
someone throws numbers at you. YOU KNOW THE NUMBERS! You know how much it can cost to 
create a book, and this can stop you being ripped off.

3. It shows initiative. This is important. Of course, if it’s done badly, initiative means jack squat. 
Anyone can write and produce a bad picture book. But if they are good quality, and if they connect with 
your audience, and you can show that to publishers, it can get you that little bit above authors who have 
done nothing.

You are showing, as Step 2 talked about, that you have an understanding of the industry.

I know, for me, going to one publisher and showing them a book I had self-published was a key moment 
in them deciding to look at my other work.

4. It builds a fanbase. Also important! Advice given to me by very successful authors was to 
build that fanbase any way you can, and for children’s authors that is often going into schools. If you 
can do that with a book, all the better. Then, when you get the break and are picked up by a publisher, 
and there are already kids waiting for your next book, it has a much better chance of doing well!
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5. It gives you income! Again, important! Getting some instant income can really help while 
you are trying to become a top-selling author. It allows you more time to write, can potentially let you 
work at another job less, and can put food on the table!

It’s hard to write when you’re hungry!

Money is also, as Derek Sivers says, neutral proof that you are providing value to the world. And 
this is important. This builds your belief in yourself and your work. And this means, when a publisher 
comes knocking, when an opportunity presents itself and you say YES, you do it with so much more 
confidence!

It’s still nerve-wracking, but it’s a lot easier!
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KEY STEP #3

MAKE TIME!
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I DON’T HAVE TIME TO WRITE!

WORST. EXCUSE. EVER!!!!
Like, seriously ever. 

Yes, times are busy these days, but are they really any busier than they used to be? Or do we just make 
them so?

I was talking to someone today who said friends of his say they don’t have time to cook ... then they 
order take-away and watch telly while they wait for it to arrive!!!

Come on, now!!!

I have heard two brilliant bits on podcasts. One was someone saying Beyonce has the same amount 
of hours in her day as we do in ours.

Another was Arnold Schwarzenegger, who said when people say they have to get 8 hours sleep, he 
says sleep faster!

And when he says it in his accent, it a) sounds awesome, and b) has real impact.

If you really want to do it, you will find the time.

Some people say they couldn’t possibly work and study. Others do a uni course and have three jobs.

Some people say they don’t have time to spend with their kids, and play golf three times a week.

If you really want to do it, you will find the time.

And if you really want to make something of a career in kid’s books, you will find the time. You’ll find the 
time to create, first of all. That is THE MOST IMPORTANT TIME YOU WILL FIND!

If you want to be a creator, you have to create.

Kind of important. And then, when you’ve created one thing, and sent it out to publishers or competitions, 
start another. That’s the only way you’ll get better and the only way you’ll get noticed.

By creating, submitting, learning, creating, submitting, creating creating CREATING!

And once you start the snowball, it’s hard to stop it. I was engineering and I would write on the train on 
the way to work, and I would write on the train on the way home, and I would often write on my lunch-
break as well.

If you really want to do it, you will find the time.
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Add up the time per week you spend watching TV or being on social media. I’m not saying give these 
up, although it wouldn’t hurt, but if you add up that time and see that it’s time you could at least split 
with some writing time, you will find the time.

People spend hours and days and ages posting on social media. Great! Fun! Is it making you a better 
writer? Nope, not really. Will that perfect photograph get you a publishing contract. Nope, unless you’re 
Kim Kardashian.

The more you write, the more you will write. It’s what happens. You get in the flow, the zone, and the 
excitement builds, and you find the time.

The Artist’s Way, by Julia Cameron, is one of the best books on creativity I have ever read, and she 
talks about how important it is to create, and to go on artist dates. 

To give yourself time for you. Even if it’s an hour or two a week. You have to have time for you.

If you really want to do it, you will find the time.

Get up a bit earlier. Stay up a bit later. Write while the food is in the oven. Write on your work lunch 
break. Be excited about writing, make it a game.

If you really want to do it, you will find the time,

Yes, we have kids and jobs and responsibilities, but so do people who find the time. 

If they can do it, you can do it.

So do it.
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KEY STEP #4

GET AMONGST IT!
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TWO BEST BITS OF ADVICE I 
HAVE RECEIVED

Michael Salmon is a legend in Australian children’s books. He has been doing it for years. In fact, he 
showed me his flyer which informed me he has been doing school vists since ... the year I was born!

Anyway, Michael is an incredibly generous soul, and invited me over to chat to me about writing, the 
industry, and how we can further our careers as creators. The thing he said that stuck the most was that 
is was SO important to get the kids and the schools onside. From there, the rest will follow.

Andy Griffiths, the absolute legend of children’s books in Australia, said a similar thing. Well, he gave 
two bits of advice. The first was to get my work as good as I could possibly get it. The second was that 
everyone’s ten years is different, we all reach “success” in our own time, by our own path.

But, on top of that, he talked about how he spent a few years doing school visits basically every day 
of the week, 10 months of the year, and how that built up an audience that became fans of his books 
and, more importantly, of him!

Then, eventually, there can be a perfect storm of fans and the right book, and he was away ... more 
than away, he is up in the stratosphere!

THE TWO LESSONS I LEARNED FROM THIS
1. It is SO important to be in front of the kids. However you do it. Videos, bookstore 
signings, readings in the park, whatever! But get in front of the kids!

I did it by visiting schools like Andy and Michael (and many others) had done before me. This allowed 
me to sell my self-published books, which a) sold books, b) generated income, c) built a fanbase 
around my books, and d) built a fanbase around me, of kids eager to see what I would do next. 

It also allowed me to test my work, finding out things that worked, things that didn’t, and inspiring new 
ideas as well.

It built my confidence! My first presentation I almost burst into tears I was so nervous! I was sweating 
and gulping and my voice cracked. The more I did, the better I got, the more confident I got, the easier 
it got.

I started to discover what kids liked. For example, I saw that gross divides, but slapstick is universal, so 
I did a series about a clumsy kid. 

And it energised me to want to write more, to want to inspire these kids more, make them laugh more, 
create the best possible work for them I could so they realised reading and writing and drawing is fun 
and exciting and awesome and can be life-changing!

I also did school visits with publishers and agents and other authors and illustrators watching, and this 
started to build up my name in the industry as someone to be watched. Someone who had a connection 
with kids, and created an energy of excitement among them.
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2. It is SO important to be part of the writing community. This was a massive game-
changer as well. Again, people do this in different ways. Right now there are thousands of groups 
online where you can join and connect and discuss words and writing and pictures and drawing and 
kid’s books and the industry.

For me, like with the school visits, everything changed when I crawled out of my house and entered the 
kid’s book world. 

Everything changed.

I met authors like Andy and Michael, but also Leigh Hobbs and Phil Kettle, and Nicky Johnston and 
Serena Geddes and Corrinne Fenton and George Ivanoff and Michael Wagner and so many more 
amazing people, who welcomed me in with open arms.

Not only that, they freely gave advice and ideas, and talked about their journeys. It was inspiring and 
informative and awesome. 

And again, a great example of saying yes!

I knew some wonderful women in the industry who set up an incredible day in Melbourne called KidLit 
Meet the Publishers (AMAZING DAY ... details at www.kidlitvic.com)

In its second year, I was asked to help out as a volunteer. I said YES!

I nervously hosted a panel with publishers from four Australian publishing houses and did general jobs.

I went to the afterparty with the publishers. I connected with them and talked about so much random 
stuff it was awesome.

They knew of me, due to my books doing well in the USA, but now they knew me. I became a person, 
not just words on a page.

Again, it wasn’t immediate, but from these connections I was able, with James Hart, to set up meetings 
to go and pitch stories face-to-face with publishers!!! This was huge! And they got REJECTED!

But we tried again with another publisher ... and they were REJECTED ... but they had an idea of 
something else we could do. We said YES!

That series, Cowboy and Birdbrain, which was cancelled after two books ... but then we were asked 
to work on other books and then a series which I am now about to start writing the seventh book for!

And that series is ... 
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KEY STEP #5

BE READY!
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YEP. BE READY AND 
STAY READY!

Be ready? What does that even mean? And be ready for what?

Well, be ready for anything. This is not a linear journey, this journey into the world of children’s books. 
As I said, everyone’s path is different, even if only slightly. And there are no guarantees ... as I said, if 
everyone knew what made a book a bestseller, everyone would do it every time!

But we can give ourselves the best chance! Opportunities will pop up. You will meet people, get a 
chance to show your work, get a chance to show YOU!

If you’ve said YES! If you’ve found the time to work on your craft, building your skill. Maybe you’ve 
self-published or taken initiative in other ways. You’ve gone out there and met the people that matter.

If you’ve done all that, when you do meet the right person. When the competition opens. When you’re 
asked to submit to a publisher, or you have a pitch meeting ... you will be ready!

You’ve put in the work to be ready. As Will Smith says, there is a difference between talent and skill. 
Talent is what you’re born with. Skill is when you find the time to work on your craft every single day.

He also says if you stay ready, you ain’t gotta get ready. There it is. Be ready ... always!

He expands on this, and work ethic, in this video ... https://youtu.be/_8WuMnJ1X5k

Thomas Lennon and Robert Ben Garant, screenwriters of the Night at Museum movies, among others, 
say the only thing you can control is how hard you work.

Put in the work, say YES, get out there, take initiative and when the opportunities come up, you will 
be ready.

And you’ll be more ready each time.

Have fun, this is the best journey in the world, and it can take you anywhere.

Adam Wallace


